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Argentine President Raul Alfonsin arrived in Havana, Cuba Oct. 18 for a 20-hour official state visit,
and received the most rousing welcome experienced by a foreign head of state for several years.
According to Cuban and Argentine sources, between 200,000 and 300,000 people turned out to
meet Alfonsin and his entourage at the Jose Marti International Airport, and along a parade route
into downtown Havana. Alfonsin was reportedly quite moved by the reception. The Argentine
president's stop in Cuba was the last leg of a four-nation tour including the Soviet Union, Spain and
France. Argentine journalists reported that the tour was an "historic one," and particularly the visit
to the Caribbean island.
Alfonsin's visit to Cuba marks the first of its kind by an Argentine head of state. Among government
officials accompanying Alfonsin were Foreign Minister Dante Caputo, Economy Minister Juan
Sourrouille, and joint chiefs of staff head Gen. Hector Rios. The Argentine delegation also included
business executives, and members of the country's diplomatic corps and economic and trade
departments.
Argentine official news agency NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS reported that Castro went out of his way
to welcome Alfonsin because the visit "signifies the possibility" of Cuba's complete reintegration
into Latin America. Minister Sourrouille informed reporters for Cuban news agency PRENSA
LATINA that bilateral economic cooperation featured in discussions between Castro and Alfonsin
after a tour of "Old Havana." This section of Cuba's capital city has been designated a world
heritage area by UNESCO. In the city museum, former palace of the captain general in colonial
times, historian Eusebio Leal presented Alfonsin with a copy of a memorandum on the defense of
Buenos Aires against English invasion in 1807. The document was carried to Havana by Argentine
patriots in 1808. After visiting historical sites, and laying a wreath at the monument of national hero
Jose Marti, Alfonsin commenced official talks with President Castro.
Sourrouille said his country's delegation was impressed by the cordiality of their reception, and
that the visit would prove to have "far-reaching results." He indicated that trade relations between
the two nations are likely to expand, while it is "impossible" to conceive of a moratorium on Cuban
debt payments to Argentina. The minister also discussed details of credit agreements between the
two nations, and mentioned that at present the trade balance favors Argentina. The lion's share
of Argentine exports to Cuba consist of grains, although the island also imports machinery and a
variety of technical resources from the South American country.
President of the Cuban National Bank, Hector Rodriguez told PRENSA LATINA that trade
discussions will continue in Buenos Aires in about three weeks. Several Argentine businesspeople
told PRENSA LATINA on Oct. 19 that their visit in Cuba was very productive, since they were able
to observe certain economic realities and speak with local business managers.
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After highlighting the warm reception by the Cuban government and the considerable knowledge
Cubans have about Argentina, they stated that the visit opens up new perspectives for bilateral
trade. The Argentine entrepreneurs manage private companies in the agricultural, textile, services
and tourism sectors. Some 40 business executives traveled with the official entourage, while another
15 arrived a day early to confer with Cuban counterparts.
The Oct. 19 edition of Havana's only Sunday newspaper, JUVENTUD REBELDE, gave the Argentine
visit front-page coverage complete with numerous photographs, includine one of Castro embracing
Alfonsin at the international airport. The newspaper emphasized that the US boycott had previously
succeeded in isolating Cuba from the rest of Latin America. Alfonsin's visit marks a new chapter
in reestablishing relations with some of the largest economies of the continent, including Brazil,
Uruguay and Peru, among others.
According to PRENSA LATINA, Alfonsin's visit received extensive coverage in the Argentine media
as well. Several morning papers on Oct. 19 dedicated front-page space to the massive welcome
extended by the Cuban people, and to the content of discussions between Argentine and Cuban
officials. A reporter for LA RAZON estimated that the crowd in Havana which turned out to
welcome Alfonsin numbered at least 200,000. Of all receptions for the president on his four-nation
tour, the Cuban one was definitely the warmest, he said.
The conservative daily LA PRENSA published a feature story on Cuba's warm reception extended to
Alfonsin and his delegation. The visit also received front-page treatment by LA NACION. Next, EL
CLARIN published two pages of photographs and emphasized the overwhelming turnout of Havana
residents. Finally, Argentine television showed footage of the welcoming ceremony at the airport in
Havana.
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